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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Upper-elementary students will …
• recognize and explore the work of Austrian artist and architect  
 Friedensreich Hundertwasser.
• demonstrate their understanding of the work of Hundertwasser by  
 creating an art piece using mixed media to show the elements of  
 his work, including spirals and brilliant color

MATERIALS

• 12" x 18" heavy tag board
• Black crayons
• Tempera paint, brush, scissors
• Buttons, yarn, white glue
• Variety of circles to trace
• Construction paper
• Optional: small craft sticks to guide placement of yarn
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HUNDERTWASSER

Working with 
mixed media 
gives students 
opportunities 
to explore new 
ideas and make 
personal choices 
about their art.

NATIONAL ART STANDARDS

• CREATING: Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work.
• PRESENTING: Interpreting and sharing artistic work.

Rileigh

I love inspiring my students with challenging mixed-
media projects. Using a variety of media—from tempera 

paint to buttons, cut paper and yarn—seems to open up 
everyone’s creativity. Even the students who say they 
“can’t draw” are successful. 

“Mixing it up” with mixed media gives students oppor-
tunities to explore new ideas and make personal choices 
about their art pieces.

My fifth-graders enjoyed this project inspired by the work 
of Austrian artist and architect, Friedensreich Hundertwas-
ser (1926-2000). They were fascinated by his work and their 
interest grew as we learned more about him. Who doesn’t 
love an artist who intentionally wears socks that don’t match, 
designs houses filled with beautiful colors and curving walls, 
and is obsessed with spirals?

Students began their mixed-media project with a 
review of warm colors, creating a striped “Hundertwasser-
inspired” background filled with brilliant pinks, oranges 
and yellows. Over the next several class sessions, they 
traced and glued construction paper circles to their back-
ground, added stems and leaves, and eagerly dug through 
a giant box of buttons, looking for just the right size and 
color to complement their pieces.

The final step was the most difficult: carefully gluing 
the yarn onto the paper circles to create beautiful spiral 
textures and patterns. The room was silent as my usually 
talkative fifth-graders focused on this task. It was so excit-
ing to watch their concentration and enthusiasm as they 
completed their yarn spirals.

This mixed-media project provided many opportunities 
to show my students how professional artists create art 
and make personal choices about their work. As each step 
was introduced, we talked about color options, placement 
of shapes, and ways to create visual interest in their pieces. 
Our art room was overflowing with inspiration as everyone 
spun their Hundertwasser spirals!             n

Josey M. Brouwer (NBCT) is an art specialist at Georgetown 
Elementary School in Hudsonville, Michigan.

by Josey M. Brouwer
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Go to artsandactivities.com and click on this button for resources related 
to this article.

The children carefully glued yarn onto paper circles to create 
beautiful spiral textures and patterns.
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